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BRONCHIAL TUBERCULOSIS—A REVIEW OF 5 EXPERIENCED CASES

Khaled RESHAD *, Yutaka TAKAHASHI, Kazumi ITOI, Yutaka NAKANO,
Hiroshi MORITA, Toshiki HIRATA and Thuneji SHIMADA

(Received for publication June 17, 1986)

The clinical features of 5 cases with bronchial tuberculosis admitted to our hospital
during last 4 years were reviewed in this study. Their age ranged from 30~70 (average
53.8) years, and 4 were female and 1 was male. The chief complaints were cough in four
patients, sputum or hemosputum in 3, slight fever in 2, and wheezing in one of these 5
patients. Plain chest roentgenogram revealed infiltrative shadow in four cases, with
cavity formation in one case, and the remaining one patient’s showed no abnormalityon
chest X—ray. The past history of pulmonary tuberculosis was present in one case, and the
family history of the disease were present in 3 cases.

In review of laboratory data, elevation of erythrocyte sedimentation rate was seen in
all of the 5 patients, while CRP and leukocytosis were positive in only one patient.
Bronchoscopic examinations revealed a white necrotic mass covering bronchial surface on
right side in 3 cases, and on left side in two. Three of 5 showed bronchial stonosis in
middle lobe or left lingula. Treatment was performed with INH, RFP, EB per—orally, and
SM by inhalation. One patient received segmentectomy of left lingula because of post—
therapeutic bronchial stenosis, while the remaining 4 patients were cured with
administration of anti—tuberculous agents.

Tracheo—bronchial tuberculosis without noticeable abnormal shadow or atypical
symptoms, is apt to be misdiagnosed. In order to make an early and accurate diagnosis, in
suspicious cases from clinical backgrounds, fiberoptic bronchoscopy is useful, and
microbiological evaluation of bronchial secretions or bronchial toilet obtained by these
procedures is indispensable in most cases.
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