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COMPARISON OF THE FREQUENCY OF THE SYMPTOMS BETWEEN THE
PATIENT GROUPS WITH LUNG CANCER AND PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS

Hiroki HARA *, Toshiharu MATSUSHIMA, Michifumi ADACHI, Susumu YAGI,
Hiroshi KAWANE, Rinzo SOEJIMA, Kyosei SODA and Hiroshi SAKURAI
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As the result of an analysis on the process of diagnosis in 374 lung cancer patients who
visited to our hospital in last 10 years, more than three months were needed to be diag-
nosed as lung cancer in 90 (30%) patients in the hospitals. Among them, 36 patients had
been confused and treated as tuberculosis before visit to our hospital. So we studied on
the frequency of the symptoms among the groups of 1) 374 lung cancer patients, 2) 36
lung cancer patients who had been treated by antituberculous chemotherapy, 3) 34pulmo-
nary tuberculous patients who admitted in 1980 and 1981, and 4) 33 patients with lower
lung field tuberculosis.

In consequence, the character and frequency of symptoms are mostry similar in these
four groups, but there was the tendency that X—ray detection in cancer patients and symp-
toms in tuberculous patients were slightly often. It is considered to be difficult to discrim-
inate between lung cancer and pulmonary tuberculosis by these symptoms or chest X-
ray films, so it seems to need the farther valuable examinations in suspicious patients.
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