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A CASE OF INTRACTABLE PULMONARY INFECTION DUE
TO MYCOBACTERIUM FORTUITUM
RESULTING IN RESPIRATORY FAILURE
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(Received for publication September 12, 1984)

In May 1973, a 45 years old female underwent right radical mastectomy for breast
cancer, received radiation therapy and developed radiation pneumonitis. In July 1978, she
began to experience occasional episodes of fever up to 38°C and cough. Chest X-ray
revealed small infiltrations in the fibrotic right upper lung. In April 1978, 38°C fever began
to persist, she also expectorated large quantities of yellow sputa. Chest X-ray demonstrat-
ed a large cavity in the right upper lung. She was admitted to this hospital on 27th April.
Sputa examination yielded large quantities (more than 100 colonies) of Mpycobacterium
fortuitum five times in the first month after the admission.

Anti-tuberculous drugs including INH, SM, KM, RFP, EB, 1314TH and various antimi-
crobial drugs (DOTC, MINO, AMK, GM, g-lactam antibiotics, macrolides, CP and sul-
phonamides) were tried. But she continued to produce M. fortuitum in the sputa (93 times
during the 6 years) and her lung lesions deteriolated slowly, resulting in respiratory failure
and cor pulmonale. '

Her recent blood gas data during 0.41 oxygen inhalation by nasal cannula are P.0,68 and
P.CO,66.
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