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A CLINICAL STUDY OF THE CERVICAL LYMPH NODE TUBERCULOSIS
Kazuhiko KAMEDA*, Yutaka UEDA, Junko OTSUKA, Nobu KUCHII and Fujiko HORII
(Received for publication August 18, 1984)

Tuberculosis of lymph nodes is varialbe in its response to treatment. Nodes may enlarge,
erupt or form abscesses even during the time of chemotherapy.

In order to think out the optimal duration of treatment for cervical lymph nodes
tuberculosis, 75 cases registered as cervical lymph nodes tuberculosis in 11 health centers
at the end of the year 1982 were studied.

Sixty out of 75(80%)were female and the majority of them were aged from 30 to 59(72%).
Thirty-four(45.3%)were diagnosed as cervical lymph nodes tuberculosis by histological
examination of biopsied materials, 5(6.7% )by confirmation of tubercle bacilli from lymph
nodes or discharging pus, 9(12%)by judgement as relapse according to their previous
histories, and remaining 27(36% )by clinical experiences of their doctors.

All cases had received various kinds of chemotherapy for 6 to more than 24 months.
Surgical treatment was given for 3 cases among them.

In 3 cases out of 56 assessed through the post-treatment following up for one to five
years, the node had become enlarged again after the finish of initial treatment and re-
treatment was accordingly required.

Among these 3 relapsed cases, 2 received the regimen including RFP for only 6 months
and one with INH alone for 12 months. No relapse case was found in the group that
received chemotherapy for more than 12 months.

* From the Osaka Prefectural Habikino Hosptal, Habikino City, Osaka 583 Japan.
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Thus, according to our observation, treatment for the patients with cervical lymph node
tuberculosis could be considered to be made in such a way that chemotherapy including
REP should be given at least for 12 months and surgical dissection of node is no longer
required except the case of lymph node biopsy for diagnostic purposes in modern mange-

ment.
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