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A total number of tuberculosis patients admitted to sanatoria was exceeded 300,000'
at the end of 1950’s, and it decreased gradually thereafter, and is about 40,000 at the
end of 1983. It is estimated that the prevalence of patients hospitalized at the end of
1990 or 1995 will be 15.1 or 8.7 per 100,000. According to the present regulation, tuber-
culosis patients are not allowed to be admitted to a room or rooms in general hospital.
and they should be hospitalized to the tuberculosis ward, which is separated from the
other parts of the hospital. As it has become difficult to keep tuberculosis ward in some
hospital because of the decrease of number of the patients, the future perspective of
policy on tuberculosis beds had been discussed at this Symposium. The followings are the
main results obtained and discussed.

1. Dr. KUZE as well as Dr. SATO had studied on the speed of the decrease of the
number of tubercle bacilli in the sputa by the daily cultivation of sputa for two months
or more. Their results coincided with each other and their conclusions were as follows :1)
The number of tubercle bacilli decreased almost straightly on semilogarithmic paper, but
25 to 50 % of tuberculosis patients are still discharging tubercle bacilli even two months
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after the start of chemotherapy. 2) According to Dr.KUZE, 98 % of patients became

negative or excreted 50 colonies or less at the end of two months treatment. 3)Dr.SATO
showed that negative conversion of bacilli had delayed among the patients with advanced
extent of disease in the lung, and/or among patients discharging vast amount of bacilli
before treatment. 4) The speed of the decrease of bacilli are almost equal between the
patients treated with RHS and that of RHE.

2. Dr. KONDO had surveyed on nontuberculosis complication among pulmonary
tuberculosis patients. About 60 % of the patients had some complications and the freq-
uency was higher among aged patients. The most frequent complication was diabetes fol-
lowed by hypertension and pulmonary insufficiency, and their frequency were9, 4~9, 7%,
5.8~8.3%, or 4. 4~6. 3%, respectively. It was needed to call the specialists outside the
hospital to manage some complications such as ophthalmologic, otologic and/or ortho-
paedic diseases and these diseases occupied around 15 % of the complications.

3. The pulmonary insufficiency due to the sequela of tuberculosis is becoming one
of the strong concerns by doctors, patients and persons concerned. Dr. IKARI disclosed
that the prevalence of pulmonary insufficiency is 38 per 100,000, and 48.9 % of them
were caused by the sequela of tuberculosis, 36.3 % by chronic obstractive lung diseases
and 14.8 % by other lung diseases.

4. Dr. IKARI reported that the incidence of pulmonary tuberculosis among young
nurses is two times higher than that of general population.

5. It was reported that about 70 % of doctors liked to admit tuberculosis patients
to the tuberculosis ward, and less than 20% of dactors agreed to admit tuberculosis
patients to the special room(s) in general hospital in the future. However, it was
concluded that tuberculosis patients should be admitted to special ward(s) as well as
special room(s) in the future, if the safety measures to staffs and patients were taken.
It was considered, too, that further discussion will be needed to establish the policy on

tuberculosis beds in the future.
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