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STUDIES ON THE PATIENTS TRANSFERRED FROM GENERAL WARDS TO THE
TUBERCULOSIS WARD
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Tuberculosis patients who were admitted to general wards in our University Hospital were
studied. Sixty—two patients were proved to be tuberculosis and transferred to the tuber-
culosis ward from 1976 to 1982. In this period, 426 patients were admitted in tuberculo-
sis ward, and 46247 patients were admitted to our hospital.

The rate of tuberculosis patients transferred to the tuberculosis ward was 0. 13 %.
They were transferred almost all wards (i.e., internal medicine; surgery, neurosurgery,
orthopedics, otorhinolaryngology, ophthalmology, anesthesiology, oral surgery, urology,
gerontology and radiology).

Major diseases complicating tuberculosis were diabetes mellitus, malignancies and
collagen diseases. On admission and in cases with persistent fever and productive cough,
a routine chest roentgenogram was strongly recommended for any patients and a sputum
smear examination was also recommended in patients with respiratory symptoms.
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Table 1. Number of Patients Transferred from
Other Wards to Tuberculosis Ward

No. patients in No. patients
tuberculosis ward transferred
1976 53 9 17.0%
1977 52 10 19.2
1978 47 7 14.9
1979 55 9 16.4
1980 65 8 12.3
1981 70 9 12.9
1982 84 10 11.9
Total 426 62 14.6

Table 2. Rate of Patients Transferred from
Wards to

Ward to Inpatients

General Tuberculosis

. . No. patients
No. inpatients transferred

1976 6, 362 9 0.14%
1977 6, 572 10 0.15
1978 6, 321 7 0.11
1979 6, 515 9 0.14
1980 6, 720 8 0.12
1981 6, 744 9 0.13
1982 7,013 10 0.14
Total 46, 247 62 0.13
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Table 3. Underlying Diseases in Patients Transferred to

Tuberculosis Ward

Major underlying
diseases

No. cases

Ward referred &
No. patients

Diabetes mellitus 12
Malignancies 10

Collagen diseases

w
o

Internal medicine
Surgery
Neurosurgery
Orthopedics
Otorhinolaryngology
Ophthalmology
Anesthesiology
Oral surgery
Urology
Gerontology
Radiology
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Table 4. Duration of Admission According to

Presence of Complications*

188.4+17.2**
195.3+22. 3

Without complications (n=23)

With complications (n=23)

* Age, sex, extent of tuberculosis shadow and
use of rifampicin were matched between the
two groups.

** Fxpressed as meantSEM (days)

o——0 without complications (n=23)
e——e with complications (h=23)
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Cumurative rate of negative conversion of

sputum according to presence of complications.
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