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ANALYSIS OF THIRTY SIX CASES WITH LUNG CANCER TREATED
BY ANTITUBERCULOUS CHEMOTHERAPY

Toshiharu MATSUSHIMA*, Hiroki HARA, Susumu YAGI, Hiroshi KAWANE,
and Rinzo SOEJIMA.

(Received for publication August 18, 1984)

Out of 374 lung cancer patients who visited our division during the last ten years from
1974 to 1983, 36 cases had been administered antituberculous agents. The chemotherapy
regimens were mainly the combination therapy containing INH, RFP, SM or EB, and the
duration was from two to 60 months (average was 11.9 months). Tumor shadows were seen
-on chest X-ray in more than half of the cases, and the interpretation of the shadow as lung
cancer was considered to be easy in half of the cases. The results of examinations in our
hospital were summarized as follows . sputum cytology was positive in 19 out of 36 cases,
bronchoscopic examination was positive in 21 out of 27 cases, and biopsy was positive in
six out of seven cases. We get histological or cytological proof in all cases, but in two cases,
the positive findings were finally obtained after repeating various examinations. It is
considered to be important to notify to doctors that the lung cancer is now a common
pulmonary disease in Japan and have to keep in mind as one of the possible diseases when
reading chest X-ray films.
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