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PROPOSAL OF A FLOW CHART FOR SELECTION OF MODE OF SURGICAL
TREATMENT ON CHRONIC THORACIC EMPYEMA
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(Received for publication March 30, 1984)

Increase of complicated cases of chronic thoracic empyema such as the aged or those
with impaired pulmonary function made it difficult to follow the same selection of the
mode of surgical treatments in the established papers.

Since Jan. 1977 through Dec. 1981, we applied decortication on 12 patients, “Extraperios-
teal Air Plombage” on 41, and fenestration with or without some additional procedure on
8 out of 61 patients with chronic thoracic empyema, in the National Kinki Central Hospital
for Chest Diseases.

As the result, the success rate was 95%, and 82% were cured by an one-stage operation.
Based on the result, a flow chart for selection of surgical procedures on chronic thoracic
empyema is proposed.

In the flow chart, the selection is made by the following factors ; glid lung (destroyed
lung with multiple bronchopleural fistulae),active pulmonary inflammation, bronchopleural
or pleurocutaneous fistula, results of thoracenthesis or drainage, presence and type of
microorganism in the pleural space. The flow chart is useful not only in the selection of
surgical procedures but also in clarifying the background factors relating to the
severity of cases.

* From Kinki National Central Hospital for Chest Diseases, Sakai City, Osaka 591 Japan.
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