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A total of eleven cases of tracheobronchial tuberculosis, 2 male and 9 female patients,
were evaluated for their clinical features.

The main subjective symptoms at onset were severe paroxysmal cough and small
amount of sputum, but as the disease progressed, more expectoration, fever and wheezing
were noted. Although the chest roentgenograms at onset were almost normal in three
patients, atelectasis became the most frequent finding on admission.

There were few abnormalities in laboratory tests except for a high rate of positive
sputum for tubercle bacilli, moderate acceleration of erythrocyte sedimentation rate, and
positive PPD skin test.

The lesions observed during bronchoscopy were identified mainly in right and left main
bronchi, followed by right and left upper lobe bronchi.

For correct diagnosis, careful evaluation of the air column of trachea and major bronchi
in chest roentgenograms and search for tubercle bacilli were essential, and moreover,
bronchoscopy was mandatory to differentiate tracheobronchial tuberculosis from bronchi-
tis, pneumonia, bronchial asthma, lung cancer and the others.

The efficacy of antituberculous chemotherapy was good, and the rate of negative
conversion of tubercle bacilli in tracheobronchial tuberculosis did not differ from that in
pulmonary tuberculosis. But marked stenosis and/or total obstructions of proximal bronchi
progressed during chemotherapy in some cases and remained after chemotherapy.

The ultimate course of the disease was thought to depend on location, extension, and
depth of the lesion. Marked circumferential lesions at onset tended to lead to bronchial
stenosis and/or total obstruction.
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