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A CLINICAL STUDY ON THE
LUNG DISEASE DUE TO ATYPICAL MYCOBACTERIA
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Clinical features of the lung disease due to atypical mycobacteria were studied in fifty
-one patients hospitalized in Tamatsu Hospital, Kobe, from January 1971 to December
1982. Thirty-eight cases were due to M. intracellulare and thirteen cases were due to M.
kansasii. The proportion of the atypical mycobacterioses patients to all patients newly
admitted to tuberculosis ward has been increasing year by year,and it was 6.9%§ in 1982.The
number of patients with M. kansasii disease definitely increased in 1982.

The mean age of patients with M. intracellulare disease was 57.8 years in contrast to 45.5
years of patients with M. kansasii disease. Two thirds of patients with M. intracellulare
disease were male, while the majority of patients with M. kansasii disease were male.
Previous or coexisting respiratory diseases, including pulmonary tuberculosis, were recog-
nized in 86.8% of M. intracellulare patients,and in 30.8% of M.kansasii patients, suggesting
that the M. intracellulare infection is more likely to develop on the basis of chronic
pulmonary diseases.

Among the patients with M. intrcellulare disease, ten patients (26.3%) had undergone

*From the Department of Pulmonary Diseases, Kobe Municipal Central Hospital, Minatojima Nakamachi,
Chuo-ku, Kobe 650 Japan.
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lung surgery due to previous pulmonary tuberculosis. They developed clinical evidences of
M. intracellulare infection 17 years, in average, after surgery. Furthermore, all except one
patient, who had undergone right pneumonectomy, showed cavitary lesions at least in the

operated side of the lung.

The conventional regimens of antituberculous agents were effective for M. kansasii
disease, however the efficacy was poor for M. intracelluare disease.
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