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INVESTIGATION ON TREATMENT FAILURES
FOR PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS WITH RIFAMPICIN

Tuberculosis Research Committee RYOKEN*

(Chairman : Teruo AOYAGI)

(Received for publication October 11, 1983)

Treatment failures with RFP is defined as cases who has been admitted to hospitals because
of positive sputum for acid fast bacilli even after more than three months RFP administration.

Of 223 cases, 26 were excluded due to various reasons, and finally 197 cases were sub-
jected to this study. The backgrounds of these cases are mainly far advanced and cavitary on
chest X-ray, show resistance to SM (52.7%), INH (61.8%), RFP (58.1%), and had been treated
for a long term previously (41.6% of them had been treated altogether for more than five
years).

Of 197 cases, 166 were treated further by chemotherapy. The highest sputum negative
conversion rate (about 70%) was observed in RFP sensitive cases treated by regimens containing
RFP, and slightly higher sputum conversion rate was observed in RFP resistant cases treated by
RFP, especially after its use for seven months, compared with RFP resistant cases without
the use of RFP. No difference in the negative conversion rate was observed between cases
resistant to RFP 50 and 10y.

Significantly higher rate of improvement of chest X-ray findings (about 40%) was observed
in RFP sensitive cases treated by RFP only at three months after admission, while there were
no difference in chest X-ray improvement between cases treated with and without RFP in RFP
resistant cases at three, six, and nine months after admission. Of 197 cases, 16 had surgical
treatments (pneumonectomy 8 and lobectomy 8) and complete sputum conversion and no
post-operative complications were observed in these cases.

Main reasons of failure in cases treated with RFP are irregular uncontrolled chemotherapy,
complication of diabetes, multiple sclerotic-walled cavities on chest X-ray, etc..

* TFrom the Tuberculosis Research Committee, RYOKEN, c¢/o Inform. JATA, 1-3-12, Misaki-cho, Chiyoda-
ku, Tokyo 101 Japan.
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