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A TUBERCULOSIS EPIDEMIC IN ONE NURSERY SCHOOL

Koko YOSHIMURA*, Yoshiharu SAKATA, Daisuke WATANABE, Hisashi OTAKE,
Ariaki TAKEOKA, Toshihiko KOGA and Kazuchikao KIDO

(Received for publication August 20, 1984)

As a result of a routine contact survey for sputum culture positive tuberculosis male
patient aged 52 years, four new other patients out of seven houshold members were
detected. They were his wife aged 49, his son aged 22, his second son aged 17 and his
daughter aged 14. His wife suffered from smear positive cavitary tuberculosis and was
considered as a source of infection in her family members. She complained sever cough and
sputa for around four months. Soonafter, it was reported that his wife was working
actively as a nurse of one nursery school at Kurume City. A total of nine coworkers and
99 children were examined for tuberculin test and X-ray examination, if needed. The
prevalence of tuberculin positive among the children in this nursery was much higher than
that of control children in another nursery near by. Moreover, three new tuberculosis cases
were detected among nurses and nine new tuberculosis cases were detected among children.
The cases who had not vaccinated with BCG were more seriously injured than the cases
who had vaccinated with BCG.

This report suggests the followings ;

* From Kurume Health Center, 1642, Ishimaru, Aikawa-cho, Kurume-shi, Fukuoka 830 Japan.
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i) Careful attention should be paid for the respiratory symptom (s) as well as the
routine examination of tuberculosis for nurses of nursery.

ii ) Tuberculosis epidemics may occur not only in children but also in adults.

iii) The effects of BCG vaccination could be observed clearly in this epidemic of

tuberculosis.
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