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CLINICAL OBSERVATION ON THE BACKGROUND FACTORS OF
11 CASES WITH MILIARY TUBERCULOSIS
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(Received for publication May 17, 1984)

Eleven cases with miliary tuberculosis who had been admitted to Kawasaki Medical
School Hospital during the last 10 years were observed clinically. The results were as
follows :

1) Eleven miliary tuberculosis patients consisted of nine men and two women. Their
age was ranged from 27 to 79 years (mean, 60.3 years).

2) Ten out of 11 patients had the underlying diseases and/or the predisposing factors,
in paticular 4 patients had been administrated with corticosteroid hormone.

3) The PPD skin reaction was attenuated in 8 out of 10 patients, and 8 out of 11 patients
showed lymphocytopenia in peripheral blood counts. These results suggest cellular im-
munosupression.

4 ) Tubercle bacilli were proved from clinical materials in 9 patients, which consisted of
2 smear positives and 9 culture positives.

5) The diagnosis was confirmed by histopathological findings in 8 cases ; 4 by autopsy,
1 by TBLB and autopsy, 1 by TBLB and pleural biopsy, 1 by TBLB and 1 by liver biopsy.
As the positive rate of biopsy examination is high and the isolation of tubercle bacilli by
culture requires long time, the histological diagnosis by biopsy specimens is considered to
be useful, especially in patients with atypical clinical findings.
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