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CLINICAL STUDY ON THE TREATMENT OF SILICO-TUBERCULOSIS
— Prognosis and Analysis of Causes of Death —

Joichi KONISHIIKE*, Toshiko ASAHI, Nobuhiko KITA,
Kunihiko YOKOYAMA and Yoshizumi SERA

(Received for publication August 6, 1983)

The prognosis and causes of death of silico-tuberculosis treated with chemotherapy were
investigated in 146 cases with positive sputum and 111 cases with negative sputum for tubercle
bacilli admitted to our hospital during the past 28 years.

The results were summarized as follows:
1. The prognosis was closely related with bacteriological status during treatment; it was

favourable in cases converted to negative by chemotherapy, while it was poor in cases
failed to convert to negative.

2. Among 76 total dead cases, 29 cases (38.2%) were due to tuberculosis mainly with positive
sputum and 47 cases (61.8%) were due to non-tuberculous diseases. Among them, cardio-
pulmonary insufficiency and terminal pneumonia, both having close relation with far ad-
vanced silicosis, were most frequent, then malignant tumors and cerebro-vascular disorder.

3. Yearly changes in the proportion of tuberculosis and of non-tuberculous deaths were
observed, and the former has been decreasing, while the latter has shown marked increase
year by year.

The average age of death among silico-tuberculous cases has become higher and is gradually
approaching to the average span of life of males.

4. From the results of the study on the course and prognosis of silico-tuberculous cases,
it is emphasized that the duration of chemotherapy could most likely be shortened by
the introduction of intensive treatment at the initial stage of the diseases and the pro-
motion of comprehensive health care for silico-tuberculous cases to control daily life
through mental and physical guidance is necessary and important.
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