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A STUDY ON THE CLINICAL COURSE OF TUBERCULOUS PATIENTS
COMPLICATED WITH DIABETES MELLITUS
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Diabetes mellitus was found in 114 (6.2%) out of 1,832 patients with pulmonary tuber-
culosis who had been admitted for more than 6 months. These cases were divided into groups
according to the level of fasting blood sugar (FBS)level before starting the treatment for dia-
betes mellitus. The culture positivity was higher in high-FBS group and the cavities on chest X-
ray film were found more frequently in this group. However the culture negative conversion
rate at 3 month after starting the treatment was 78%, and no significant difference in the rates
was seen by the levels of FBS.

There was no difference in the degree of radiographic improvement between the two
groups. The clinical course of tuberculous patients with diabetes was similar to that of non-
diabetic tuberculous patients. These results seem to indicate that diabetes, if it is well con-
trolled, does not influence the clinical course of tuberculosis.
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