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CLINICAL STUDY ON RESPIRATORY FAILURE DUE TO TUBERCULOSIS

Hironobu SUGITA*
(Received for publication September 16, 1983)

Changes in the pathophysiological features, risk factors for developing respiratory failure,
factors relating to aggravation and methods of control were investigated in 71 respiratory
failure cases due to tuberculosis (Pap, < 60, Paco,= 49 Torr) experienced during the period
from March, 1977 to December, 1979.

All of them had some symptoms such as dyspnea, cough, sputum or wheezing. They got
worse gradually in performance status and severity of dyspnea. They were admitted for short
period at first and later became to stay at hospital for longer. Thirty one (44%) of them died by
October 1980 and the prognosis was very poor.

The extent of lung lesions and previous operations such as pneumonectomy or thoraco-
plasty were found to be factors which made them fall into respiratory failure. The deterioration
was mainly due to superimposed infection such as Gram-negative bacilli, atypical mycobacteria,
aspergillus and so on.

A health card containing informations on lung function and necessary care was issued to
these patients, and it is essential to follow them every month to find the aggravation as soon as
possible and treat them reasonably before they fall into respiratory failure.

Keywords: Respiratory failure, Aggravation factors, F—r7—X @RS, RERX T, T4, B
Prognosis, Superimposed infection A
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