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SHORT—COURSE CHEMOTHERAPY FOR TUBERCULOSIS IN CHILDREN

Naomi TAMURA*
(Received for publication June 15,1983)

Twenty four children (aged 3 months to 14 years) with tuberculosis received initial chemo-
therapy containing Rifampicin (RFP),for 9 to12 months. The duration of follow —up study was
from 27 to 60 months after the cessation of chemotherapy, and no relapse was seen.

A child with tuberculous meningitis was treated with chemotherapy for 12 months, and no
relapse was seen during 39 months after treatment.

If short—course chemotherapy is to be applied for children, the results of sensitivity tests

" of suspected source of infection should be taken into consideration, since children rarely
produce bacilli—containing sputum or gastric juice.
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Table 2. Short Course (twelve months or less) Therapy of Tuberculous Meningitis
(data from Kendig and Burch?®?)
Duration Condition Duration of Duration
Case | Patient Age of on Antimicrobial Therapy | Results of
Symptoms Admission PAS SM | INH Follow up
1. I  4yr 14 days Drows_y JQmonths | gmonths ] months | (Good 39 months
2. B et 14 Comatose 12 months |19 months |19 months | Poor 58
3. IR | 2yr 5 Drowsy gmonths | 7months | gmonths | Fgir 63
4. o rots| 11 Irritable gmonths | gmonths | 7months | (Good 59
5. I 5 Alert gmonths | 9months | gmonths | (Good 83
6. N |23t 7 Irritable gmonths | gmonths | gmonths | Good 83
7. R | 2y 28 Drowsy pweeks | gmonths | gmonths | (Good 63
g, | N 1y 10 | Semicomatose | 7months | pmonths |17 months | Good 54
9. | N |8yr 7 Drowsy gmonths | gmonths | Gmonths | (Good 71
10. I . 14 Comatose pmonths | gmonths | gmonths | (5u0d 55
11. | I | 117ots| 30 Semicomatose | 2Months | gmenths | gmonths | Paor 42
12. | 17 months| g Irritable ‘ pmeonths | gmonths | gmonths | (Good 79
13. I 2t 3 Moribund gmonths | gmonths | gmonths | (5o0d 51
14. | N | 2r 10 Lethargic gmonths | gmonths | months | Good 62
5 | I 9y 8 Semicomatose | gmonths | gmonths | gmonths | Fgjy 34
16. - 18 months 3 Comatose 11 months | pmonth 1] months | Poor 19
17, iy 14 Drowsy 1] months | [month |{ymonths | Good | 24
1. ' | 3yr 7 Semicomatose [12months | gmonths |jpmonths | Pooy 34
19 N 2y ;353?%135 e Drowsy 7months | gmonths | 7months | Good 21
WweeKs |
R B Drowsy 1092 J1p%es 1098 | Died
2. | I 2%yr| 14 Semicomatose (18935 [18da5s 1844 | Died
3. I 167 14 Semicomatose | 1month | pmonth | pmonth | Died
T B 21 écllé'r;?l)y ill gmonths | gmonths | gmonths | yiad
5. - 1Gmonths | 98 Comatose gmonths | gmonths | gmonths | Njad
6. - 1(months 5 Semicomatose gmonths 11() months ] months | P)jed
7. N 2y 9 Drowsy gaas | gémss | gdas | Died
. | HEEE |28™ts) 14 Comatose goas s | o | Died
9. | NN 2yr 7 Comatose |1vek 1wk 1vek | Died
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