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TUBERCULOSIS IN DIALYSIS PATIENTS

11. Characteristics of Kidney and Urinary Tract Tuberculosis

Hajime INAMOTO®
(Received for publication June 4, 1983)

Uremic patients have impaired immunity. In order to clarify the characteristics of kidney
and urinary tract tuberculosis in dialysis patients, an epidemiological study was made.

Study subjects were 7,274 dialysis patients including 150 tuberculosis treated in 161
institutions. Among them 11 males and 16 females were kidney and urinary tract tuberculosis.
They were between 20s and 60s of age. Two males and five females died from it.

As the causative diseases of renal failure, the frequency of glomerulonephritis was low and
the frequency of renal tuberculosis and of polycystic kidney was high among the kidney and
urinary tract tuberculosis patients in contrast with those among all dialysis patients and with
those among all tuberculosis patients on dialysis. Kidney and urinary tract tuberculosis in
dialysis patients was frequently accompanied with tuberculous lesions in other organs especially
lung, peritoneum and bone and joint. The frequency of onset of kidney and urinary tract
tuberculosis became high during the 3 months before the initiation of dialysis therapy. The
maximal frequency was observed during the initial 3 months of dialysis therapy. The frequency
decreased along with the dialysis therapy, although it remained high in comparison with that
of the general population. Seventy five percent of the patients had a past history of tuberculosis
17.9 years ago on an average. Kidney and urinary tract had been very often involved in the past
episode of tuberculosis. These facts can be interpreted that the kidney and urinary tract tuber-
culosis in dialysis patients develops frequently as a relapse. Pyuria was the most common
among the symptoms and signs that led to the diagnosis, then followed by fever, cough, fatigue,
lumbago, etc..

Thus, the present study demonstrated the features of kidney and urinary tract tuberculosis
among dialysis patients.

Keywords: Renal tuberculosis, Urinary tract tuberculosis, F—r7—X : BiEEE, SRR, BHTEE,
Dialysis patients, Characteristics of tuberculosis, Uremia WM OEE, IRBIE
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