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No. 1, Introduction
Tadao SHIMAO

(Received for publication March 18, 1982)

On the occasion of the centenary of Koch’s discovery of tubercle bacilli, the Japanese Society for
Tuberculosis decided to make series of general review on tuberculosis science and publish them monthly
on “KEKKAKU”. As the magnitude of tuberculosis problem is underestimated not only in techni-
cally developed countries but also in developing countries and the misunderstanding that all problems
of tuberculosis were already solved scientifically is commonly seen, the objectives of these serial review
were 1) to review scientific achievements obtained during the past 100 years, 2) how to utilize these
lessons for the future fight against tuberculosis and other diseases, and 3) 'to find out scientific topics
which should be investigated in the future.

As the top of serial review, the author made a general introductory review on the problem. WHO
set a global target “Health for All by the Year 20007, but this target could not be achieved if a disease
like tuberculosis with known technology how to control the disease would not be brought under control
in the coming two decades.

Short historical review was made on the development of techniques used for controlling tuber-
culosis and their application to the tuberculosis control programme. Some peculiar topics in tuber=
culosis research were discussed briefly, such as the mechanisms of tuberculosis immunity and delayed
type hypersensitivity, methods of case-finding, chemotherapy including combination therapy, con-
trolled trial and importance of regular drug-taking, and epidemiology.

Major research topics which should be investigated in the future were also discussed briefly. Last
but most important problem is why we failed to control tuberculosis in developing countries and how

to intensify the tuberculosis control programme. These problems were discussed too.
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