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HOST LIPIDS IN TUBERCULOUS INFECTION
II. Cholesterol
Eiko KONDO* and Koomi KANAI

(Received for publication September 17, 1980)

The literatures dealing with cholesterol, which are directly or indirectly related to tuberculous
infection and immunity, are reviewed and discussed. The main problem is the cholesterol turnover in
macrophages, especially esterification of free cholesterol with long-chain fatty acids and hydrolysis of
the esters. Since the plasma membrane and the phagosomal membrane are the sites of these biochemical
events, phagocytosis and intracellular parasitism in tuberculous infection have ample opportunities
to interact with cholesterol and the esters.  In relation to this problem, the role of mycobacterial surface

lipids and of a nonionic surface active agent Triton WR-1339 in tuberculous infection was discussed.
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Pl o OFEEOBICENC & 25 L,

7) BRERECIZIOE) RER-BEOZEL

S TUREBRRG & SV 1c RIED M 1T\ T, very
low density lipoprotein 2388inL, FhiZfEoTa v A
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