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Tubular myelin figures which were first described by Weibel were observed as an aggregated mass

in association with the tuberculous lesions experimentally produced in mice. They were also found

within alveolar macrophages, probably they were ingested after being extruded from Type II epithe-

lal cells. The biological significance of these events was discussed in reference to the recent litera-

tures suggesting that tubular myelin figures are the surfactants of the lung.
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Fig. 1. The mass of tubular myelin figures locating adjacent to the bacilli-containing necrotic

lesion (Infected mouse).
TM, tubular myelin; LI, lipoidal droplet; B, mycobacterial cell; LI, lipoidal inclusion within the mycobacterial

cell.

Fig. 2. The tubular myelins and lamellar bodies phagocytized by alveolar macrophages(Infected

mouse).
EPII, Type II epithelial cell; AM, alveolar macrophage; TM, tubular myelin; LI, lamellar inclusion; B, myco-
bacterial cell; ALV, alveolar space; exu, exudate.
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