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SIDE EFFECT OF ENVIOMYCIN AS THE CAUSATIVE AGENT
OF THE CHANGES IN SERUM ELECTROLYTES

Harumi AIZAWA*, Hideshige HAYASHI and Naoto YAMAMOTO

(Received for publication September 21, 1979)

We studied two cases of pulmonary tuberculosis who had the episode of hypokalemic alkalosis and

tetanic symptom during the treatment with Enviomycin (EVM). The role of EVM as a causative

agent for the hypokalemia and tetanic symptom observed was suggested from the detailed studies on

the above-mentioned patients and another hundred patients on the relationship of EVM administra-

tion and the changes in values of serum electrolytes. We observed later additional two patients of

hypokalemia who had been treated with EVM and had persistent lumbago, pains in legs and headache.

In these two cases, insulin and/or diuretica administered together with EVM might be partly respon-

sible for the hypokalemia observed. Adverse reactions of EVM such as tinnitus, hearing loss, head-

ache and others were observed in 17 cases or 16 percent of total 109 cases studied.
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