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THE KVEIM TEST

Analysis of Results of Tests Using Materials Supplied from

Japan Sarcoidosis Committee and Dr. Favez
Yoshio ITO*, Kikuo HIRASAWA, Toru HIRANO,
Satoshi MORIKAWA, Masami NAKAMATA and Saburo SHIMIZU

(Received for publication March 16, 1979)

The aim of this study was to elucidate the sensitivity and specificity of the Kveim test in sarcoidosis.
Between 1968 and 1978 we performed 119 tests. The results were analysed by dividing the term into
two; A group between 1968 and 1974 and B group between 1975 and 1978.

The results obtained indicate the usefullness of this test, and are summarized as follows:

1. 38 cases were positive out of 103 histologically confirmed cases (36.9%). 15 cases were positive
out of 56 cases (26.8%) in A group, while 23 cases positive out of 47 cases (38.9%) in B group.
Positive rate in B group was always higher than that of A group even if subjects are subdivided
into several categories by factors such as age, chest X-P, extrapulmonary lesions and PPD skin test.
Correlation between decreased PPD reactivity and Kveim positive test was observed.

Positive rate depended on the lot of test suspension. Test suspensions satisfying criteria defined by
Silzbach were few in number, though such suspensions have been increasing.

Positive rate did not correlate with lymphocyte count as well as DNCB skin reaction.

Positive reactivity was not found in non-sarcoid subjects.
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K1 721426 13 26
BHL
(26% 42%
1968~78 | 68~’74 75~"78 2 5")
L
- 0 BHL -+ Lung 0 (10%)
Positive 38 15
(36.9%) | (26.8%) | (48.9%) Lung 0 4
i (8%)
Negative 65 41 240
° (63.1%) | (713.2%) | (51.1%) Normal 0 2
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Total 103 56 47
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Case ! Age | Sex Diag. Kveim
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JAPAN SARCOIDOSIS COMMITEE

/o CENTRAL HEALTH INSTITUTE, YOYOGI 2-1, SHIBUYA, TOKYO 151
RESULT OF KVEIM TEST

Name of the Kveim test suspension Used

Swiss Kveim Antigen
Japan Sarcoidosis Committee Lot No.
Reporter: Dr. Date of Biopsy /[ /19
Date of Report |/ /19
Hospital:
Patient (Name or Initial) Sex: M. F. Age: yrs old
Result of Kveim Test:

1. Negative 2. Equivocal 3. Positive
Chest X-ray:
1. BHL only 2. BHL + Lung 3. Lung only
Signs and}Symptoms Suggesting Acute Onset:
1. Fever 2. Joint Pain 3. Others
Erythrocyte Sedimentation Rate: / 1 hour CRP ( )

Other Localizations:

1. Eye (active outer and/or intraocular lesions)
2. Skin (1. erythema nodosum 2. lupus pernio 3. others: )
3. Nerve ( ) 4. Parotid Gland
5. Superficial Lymphnodes 6. Other Organs
Histological Findings of Sarcoid Lesions:

Epithelioid Granuloma + (fresh granuloma + —; older granuloma + —)
(Biopsy was not performed)

Duration after the onset of the disease:

1. Within 3 months 2. From 4 to 6 months 3. TFrom 7 to 12 months
4. Over 1 yr, but within 2 yrs 5. Over 2 yrs

Diagnosis:
1. Sarcoidosis 2. Other disease ( )

Comments:
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