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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SPORADIC FEW COLONY ISOLATES
OF MYCOBACTERIUM TUBERCULOSIS

—On the False-positive Culture—

Hisao SHIMOIDE*

(Received for publication February 24, 1979)

Among the outpatients of a certain hospital in Tokyo, mycobacterium tuberculosis colonies fewer

than ten were isolated sporadically from single sputum specimens from 3 patients with non tuberculous

pulmonary disease and 6 patients with inactive pulmonary tuberculosis, and sputum culture thereafter

were contineously negative for a long period.

The majority of such few colony isolates were found on days when the sputum specimens from the

patients with smear positive tuberculosis or the specimens from which a large number of colonies were

isolated, were cultured.

The frequency of these few colony isolates was investigated.

positive specimens were cultured than on other days.

It was higher on days when smear

From the results mentioned above, it is suggested that there is a possibility of cross contamination

between smear positive sputum specimen and culture negative specimen.

However, when a few colony is isolated from a single specimen, rare cases of pulmonary tuberculosis

with normal chest radiographs should not be disregarded.
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