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This report describes about the results of a co-operative clinical study on therapeutic effects

and side effects of Enviomycin(EVM), a new anti-tuberculous agent, at 16 tuberculosis hospitals

inJHokkaido prefecture.

Sixty two cases of drug resistant pulmonary tuberculosis were retreated with EVM for 6

months in combination with other anti-tuberculous drugs which had been administered prior to

*:From the National Sanatorium Sapporo Minami Hospital, Shirakawa 1814 Minami-ku, Sapporo 061-22

Japan.
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EVM treatment.
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EVM was administered by intramuscular injection in a dose of 1g once daily for the first

three months and twice weekly for another consecutive three months.

Complete data including the follow-up results were obtained in 50 of 62 cases.

The results are summarized as follows;

1) Improvements in the basic lesions and cavities on chest radiograms were only 2% and

6.5%, respectively.

2) Negative conversion of bacilli in sputa both by smear and culture at 6 month was 38%.

Rate of negative conversion of bacilli in sputa by monthly consecutive cultures for more than 3

months period at 6 month was 20%. .

3) The primary resistance to EVM (100 pg/ml) was 8% before starting treatment, and the

emergence of drug resistance was 30% at 3 month and 36% at 6 month of treatment with EVM.

4) Side-effects, such as tinnitus and elevation of transaminases were ovserved, but they were

not serious and transient. The incidence of over-all side-effects was 22.6%, and among them,

the treatment had to be suspended in 11.3%. Hearing impairment was observed in only one case

and treatment was suspended in this case.

From the results obtained, Enviomycin is considered to be as one of the useful anti-

tuberculous drugs which can be administered daily in the retreatment for resistant pulmonary

tuberculosis, as the incidence of side-effects, especially hearing impairment was relatively low.
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