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The discharge of atypical mycobacteria in Kochi Prefecture was investigated by the joint
study group over 4 years period from 1973 to 1976.

In the said 4 years, 1,788 patients were found to be discharging mycobacteria, of whom
138 patients (7.8%) atypical mycobacteria. M. scrofulaceum was isolated more frequently here
than in the other districts of Japan.

Cases of atypical mycobacterioses amounted to 17 during these 4 years. A clinical study
was conducted on 21 cases of atypical mycobacterioses including 4 cases found before 1972.
In all these cases, M.avium~intracellulare complex was demonstrated. Beside these cases, an
incomplete type was seen in many other cases. The aforesaid 21 cases were studied with respect

to predisposing factors, X-ray findings and prognosis.
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