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In this symposium, studies in the past were summarized and various unsolved problems were dis-
cussed.

1. The efforts in the past were summarized by Dr. Yamamoto. He divided the history of studies
into three periods. In the Ist period (1910~1950), the isolation of mycobacteria other than tubercle
bacilli (MOTT) from human materials and a few clinical cases of the disease due to MOTT were re-
ported. In the 2nd period (1950~1970), a large number of pulmonary diseases due to MOTT were
discovered and systemic studies were made. Consequently, general clinical features of the disease
due to M. intracellulare and M. scrofulaceum in Japan were clarified, and diagnostic criteria were
established. In the 3rd period (1970~1979), the methods of classification and differentiation of myco-

bacteria were established. Consequently, diseases due to various organisms of MOTT were separately
investigated.

2. Dr. Aoki reported that the number of atypical mycobacteriosis may be gradually increasing
especially among the aged. For the explanation of the curious geopraphic distribution of M. Kansasii
disease in Japan, that is a high frequency of the disease in Tokyo, Yokohama and Kobe, where many

foreigners reside, he supposed that M. Kansasii was imported from the United States of America and

* From the Tokyo National Chest Hospital, Kiyose City, Tokyo 180-04 Japan.
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other countries into Japan by the patient with M. Kansasii disease and this disease may be transmitted
from person to person. He expressed the view that the species of mycobacteria which cause human
disease changes with the time with regard to biological characteristics of each organism and according
to the condition of human society.

3. Dr. Tsukamura mentioned on the present classification of mycobacterium. He reported
that M. bovis, M. africanum and M. microti resemble each other so closely that the distinction cannot
be made by numerical classification and it is reasonable to group M. avium, M. intracellulare and M.
scrofulaceum into one. He emphasized that the differentiation of MOTT from tubercle bacilli was
most important in the first step of bacteriological examination and Ogawa’s medium containing 0.5
meg/ml of p-nitrobenzoic acid was useful for the screening of MOTT. Moreover, he stated on the
bacteriological standerdization of diagnosing lung disease due to MOTT.

4. Dr. Tazima divided the disease due to MOTT into three types (pulmonary, extrapulmonary
and disseminated types). He reported that histological finding of pulmonary lesions due to MOTT
were exudative rather than productive and the granulation of the cavity wall tended to nonspecific.
He stated that extrapulmonary type and disseminated type were discovered more frequently among
children and younger people, and the histological findings of these types of atypical mycobacteriosis
were different considerably from tuberculosis and were similar to the granuloma of leprosy, sarcoidosis,
histiocytoma and Hodgkin’s disease.

He divided

the clinical course during the chemotherapy into 4 types (natural improvement, improvement by the

5. Dr. Kita reported on the chemotherapy of the disease due to M. iniracellulare.

chemotherapy, unchanged and deteriolation). He stated that chemotherapy was more effective in
the primary infection cases without preexisting pulmonary lesions than in the secondary infection cases
with these lesions, and the drug regimens including ethambutol, kanamycin or rifampin were most
effective.

6. Dr. Koga reported the result of surgical treatment in Tokyo National Chest Hospital (T.N.
C.H.) and in the whole country. He stated as follows: Surgical treatment was performed on 49 (18.0%)
of 272 patients in T.N.C.H. Fourty-five (91.8%) of 49 cases in T.N.C.H. and 62 (72.9%) of 85 cases
treated surgically in the whole country were suffering from the disease due to group III organism.
Thirty-nine patients (79.6%) in T.N.C.H. and 76 patients (89.4%) in the whole country underwent
pulmonary resection.  Thirtynine cases (100%) in T.N.C.H. and 67 cases (88.1%,) in the whole coun-
try became culture negative after the resection. Eight patients died postoperatively, however, there

was no relation between the cause of death and the disease due to MOTT.
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M. intracellulare (Cuttino & McCabe)
Runyon 1967
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M. malmoense Schroder & Juhlin 1977
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