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STUDIES ON PRESENT STATUS OF DEATH AMONG TUBERCULOSIS PATIENTS
REPORTED TO ONE HEALTH CENTER IN TOKYO METROPOLIS

Part II. Studies on Registration Status
Midori SAITO*

(Received for publication February 3, 1977)

Out of 593 cases reported as tuberculosis death to Tanashi Health Center, Tokyo, during
the period 1 January 1962 to 31 December 1972, 202 cases or 34.1% were not registered as
Tuberculosis patients at the Health Center, in spite of compulsory reporting system under the
tuberculosis Control Law in Japan (Table 1). To know the characteristics of the patients who
were not registered before death, sex, age, occupation, place of death and causes of death of
non-registered cases were compared with those of registered ones (Table 1, 2, 3 and 4), and no
difference was found between registered and non-registered cases concerning above-mentioned
background factors.

The reasons why the patients were not registered as tuberculosis at health centers were
analyzed by sending inquiries to the attending physicians who had prepared the death certificate
for 31 non-registered cases died of tuberculosis during 1971 and 1972. The reasons of no-regis-
tration were summerized as follows:

1) Seventeen case (58.6%) were registered at other health centers. Out of them 15 cases were
registered at the health centers of the area where the patients were receiving services by the Daily
Life Security Law. Two other cases died before transfering the registration card to the present
health center from the former one.

2) Twelve cases (41.4%) were not reported. Out of them five cases were considered by the
attending physicians to have been reported already by the former doctors, but actually not. Three
of them died shortly after the admission or doctor’s visit and the doctors considered that such
advanced cases should be reported already and were not reported. Two cases were examined
after death,

3) Out of non-registered 12 cases, seven were not reported because the physicians considered

* From the Higashimurayama Health Center, Noguchi-cho, Higashimurayama-shi, Tokyo 189 Japan.
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that there was no economical merit to the patients as the expenses for treatment were completely

covered by health insurance or Veterans Security Law.

It is worth mentioning that more than 10% of patients, including very severe cases were not

reported to any health centers. To carry out contact examination of the family and other close

contacts of the patients more completely, the author considered that the importance of reporting

should be stressed more and more to all the physicians so as to have 100% reporting of tubercu-

losis in the future.
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Table 1. Registration Status by Age Group and
Causes of Death

Total The. death Ngrex;g:c.
death Total Registered } icg)gstere d Registered
Towl | 777 | 593| 391 | 202 | 184
0~ 9 3 3 1 2 —
10~19 — — — — —
20~29 30 28 18 10 2
30~39| 127 | 111 80 31 16
40~49 | 171 147 104 43 24
50~59 | 148 | 114 64 50 34
60~69 | 131 89 59 30 42
70~79 | 124 72 48 24 52
80~ 43 29 17 12 14
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Table 2. Registration Status by Occupation and Causes of Death

Non-tbc.
Total The. death death

death Total lRegistered ‘ regli\ifc)ére d Registered
Total 7 53 | 81 | 202 | 184
Regular workers 43 34 25 | 9 j 9
Temporary workers 10 6 4 1 2 ; 4
Clerical staffs in private enterprises 54 37 29 ' 8 i 17
Officeholders 10 6 5 1 1 i 4
Merchants and artisans 54 34 21 | 13 ! 20
Farmers, forestry workers, fishermen 5 1 1 | — 1 4
Self-employed 9 3 i 3 3 3
House-keepers 44 30 27 3 1 14
Unemployed 411 307 253 54 104
Preschool children 3 3 i 1 2 1 —

| |
Uncertain 134 129 ! 22 107 l 5
Table 3. Registration Status by Place and Causes of Death

Non-tbe.
Total Thbe. death death

death Total Registered regli\i(t)et:re d Registered
Total T 593 391 202 184
Died at home 102 62 35 27 40
Died in national sanatorium 127 112 78 34 15
Died in the other sanatoria 376 311 203 108 65
Died in hospitals 165 105 73 32 60
Died at the other places 7 3 2 1 4

Table 4. Registration Status by Direct Causes of Death (Tuberculosis death)

Total Registered re glzlsﬁ red

Total 593 391 202
Cor-pulmonale 160 97 63
General weakness 92 62 30
Hemoptysis 76 47 29
Asphyxiation 9 5 4
“Tuberculous meningitis 10 6 4
Pneumothorax 5 1 4
Tuberculosis of kidney 3 1 2
Tuberculous pleurisy 3 1 2
Spinal tuberculosis 1 — 1
Tuberculosis of intestine 2 2 —
Deaths directly related to surgery 2 2 —
Unknown 230 167 63
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Table 5. Reasons of No-registration

Notes

Registered at other health centers

17

Registered at the health center of the area
where the patients were receiving service
by daily life security law (15)

Died before transfered to the present health
center from the former one (2)

Not reported as a physician in charge
considered that the former attending
physician had reported

<

First examination was done shortly before
death (3)

Examined after death (2)

Not reported

Expense of treatment was covered com-
pletely by health insurance and a physician
considered that a reporting has no merit
to the patient (3)*

Expense of treatment was covered by the
veterans security law and a physician con-
sidered that a reporting has no merit to
the patient (4)

* Details See Table 6.
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Table 6. Cases not Reported*
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Duration betwee

. n . |
Age Sex | Place of death detection & death Occupation }‘ Notes
40 Male | General 20 years Office worker | Had history of right side pneumonec-
hospital tomy, and died of left spontaneous
pneumothorax
2 | 58 Male | National 3 years Managers Details unknown
sanatorium
3| 53 Male | National 12 years Office worker | Details unknown
sanatorium

* See Table 5.
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Table 7. Cases Considered to have been Reported

Age Sex | Place of death Notes
48 Male | Home Examined shortly before the death
35 Male | General Found on the road and admitted through
Duration between detection and hospital aIrtxbulance, died 3 days after hospitali-
death was short zation
35 Male | Private Admitted through ambulance and died of
sanatorium general weakness 3 days after hospitali-
zation
61 Male | Home Died of asphyxia with a history of
) admission to a private sanatorium
Examined after death 65 Male | Home Had history of pneumonectomy about 20
years ago but details were unknown
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