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STUDIES ON TUBERCULOSIS PATIENTS STAYING LONG PERIODS
IN HOSPITALS AND SANATORIA. PART 1

The Research Committee for Tuberculosis, RYOKEN*
(Chairman: Jiro GOMI)
(Received for publication December 8, 1976)

The Research Committee for Tuberculosis, Ryoken, conducted the cooperative study on the
background factors of tuberculosis patients staying long periods in 73 hospitals and sanatoria
belonged to the committee in 1975. First the duration of admission of pulmonary tuberculosis
patients who were admitted in 73 institutions on October 15, 1975 was surveyed. Thereafter the
background factors of patients staying for more than 5 years in each institution were studied.

The results presented in part 1. were summarized as follows:

1) The duration of stay of 14,503 patiens were reported from each institution. The number
of cases staying less than 6 months was 5,975 (41.2%), less than 1 year was 8,463 (58.4%) and
the number of cases staying for more than 5 years was 1,939 (13.4%). The duration of stay
was longer in national, prefectural or municipal sanatoria and was shorter in university hospitals,
national, prefectual or municipal hospitals and some private hospitals.

2) The further studies and analysis were made on 1,936 patients who stayed for more than
5 years in each institution. The patients stayed for less than 8 years were 664, 8 to 10 years
were 316, 10 to 15 years were 551, 15 to 20 years were 243 and for more than 20 years were
162 in number. Therefore the patients stayed for less than 10 years and for more than 10 years
were nearly the same in number.

3) Among 1,936 patients, 664 (34.3%) stayed in each institution by failing sputum negative
conversion of tubercle bacilli. The remaining 1,272 patients were negative for tubercle bacilli.

4) The duration of stay was not so markedly different between sputum positive and sputum
negative cases.

5) The proportion of patients showing negative sputum as lowest in university hospitals and
highest in national sanatoria.

6) The age distribution of patients was similar between sputum negative and positive cases.

7) The rate of sputum positive cases was much higher in far advanced cases and in cases
discharging a large amount of tubercle bacilli on admission.

8) The rate of sputum positive cases was much higher in the retreatment group than in the

* From the Research Committee, RYOKEN c/o Inform. JATA, Suidobashi Bldg. 1-3-12, Misaki-cho,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101 Japan.
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original treatment group.

% EB2% HB4F

9) The respiratory complication was seen in 437 cases (22.62%) on admission and in 828 cases

(42.8%) at the time of the survey.

10) The non-respiratory complications other than tuberculosis was seen in 432 cases (22.3%)

on admission and in 802 cases (41.4%) at the time of the survey.

11) The extra-pulmonary tuberculosis was seen in 96 cases (5.0%) on admission and in 69

cases (3.6%) at the survey time.

12) Rifampicin was used in 46.1% of sputum negative group and in 92.2% of sputum positive

group during their stay in each istitution.

13) The isolation of atypical mycobacteria from sputum was seen in 63 cases (3.3%) and cases

diagnosed as pulmonary atypical mycobacteriosis were 7 cases (0.4%). The number of combined

cases with tuberculosis and atypical mycobacteriosis were 14 (0.7%).

mycobacteriosis was seen in 38 cases (2.0%).

The suspected atypical
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