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Tuberculosis Control Law was totally revised in 1951, and expenses for treatment have since
been subsidized by public funds. At the same time, the Tuberculosis Advisory Committee was
established in each HC for the purpose of spreading adequate treatment.

Owing to this improvement, TB treatment, especially chemotherapy, has come to be applied
widely during quite a short time.

During past 25 years, the Tuberculosis Advisory Committee played an impotant role in
organizing treatment programme, and its main contributions are as follows:

1) spreading adequate treatment methods

2) improvement in quality of radiogramme and of X-ray diagnosis

3) improvement in supervision of patients through informations oftained from the committee

4) closer communication between HC and physicians working in treatment institutions

But, the Tuberculosis Advisory Committee is at present facing some problems as a result of
rapid changes in the concept of treatment methods during recent years and increasing difficulties
in differential diagnosis.

Main problems for the future are the following:

1) lack of checking function for long-term registrated cases

2) uneven advisory abilities among different health centres

3) different judgments in cases of tuberculosis among children

4) decrease in the member of TB specialists in the committee

If the Committee goes on its work as it has been, the Committee will loose its function
before long.

Therefore, it is time to reexamine and reorganize the committee. In the future, besides its

* From the Health Bureau, Tokyo Metropolis, 3-5-1, Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100 Japan.
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checking function when giving subsidy to expenses for treatment by public fund, the Committee

should be evaluated in the broad perspective overall tuberculosis control programme.

Changes to be considered for this purpose are as follows:

1) improvement of the quality of its activity through integration of some committees

2) active participation for differential diagnosis of non-tuberculous chest disease

3) more active advise with regard to treatment methods

4) carrying out advisory function with regard to supervision of tuberculosis patients
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