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STUDIES ON THE ORIGINALLY TREATED CASES OF
PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS IN THE
MIDDLE AREA OF KYUSHU

Yasutsugu FUKUDA*, Kiyoshi SHIMA, Teruhisa OZAKI
Katsumasa TOKUNAGA, Shinobu TAKENAKA, Hiroshi NISHIKAWA
Noritaka TATEISHI, Tomiyasu TSUDA, Masayuki ANDO and
Haruhiko TOKUOMI

(Received for publication June 18, 1976)

A study was made on originally treated cases of pulmonary tuberculosis found in middle
Kyushu area during the period from 1972 to 1974 to know the disease status when they were newly
detected creasing in the occurrence of it in the area of Kyushu was and to analyze causes of high
prevalence of tuberculosis in the above area. The results were as follows :

1. A total number of patients with pulmonary tuberculosis hospitalized at our 10 affiliated
Hospitals in Kumamoto, Oita and Miyazaki prefectures for the above three years were 1423, and
among them, the originally treated patients were 387 (27%)

2. As the results of investigation on these 387 cases, it was found that the ratio of male to
female was 2 : 1 and the peak in age distribution were from 21 to 30 years and 60 years and over.
The peak in young adult was peculiar to this area.

3. The characteristic findings on chest X-ray in these cases were fresh in nature and extensive
lesions. Positive rate of tubercle bacilli in sputum was 47.2% in these cases.

4. The occurrence of two pulmonary tuberculosis cases within the same family was observed
in 17.6%, which was considered as being high.

5. 104 (26.97%5) cases had been spending normal daily life without any complaints when they
were diagnosed. Among them, 29 (25%) patients were positive for in whose sputum tubercule
bacilli in their sputum, and they might be an infection source.

6. There are many people in Kyushu who came back to their home town after getting pulmo-
nary tuberculosis at their working place out of Kyushu. It was found out in this investigation

that 50 (12.9%) cases in the originally treated cases belonged to the above category. This tendency
has been increasing year by year.

* From the First Department of Internal Medicine Kumamoto University Medical School, Kumamoto 860 Japan.
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7. We would like to emphasize the flexible attitude in the choice of regimens used in the

original treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis.
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