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Number of patients with pulmonary tuberculosis has been consistently decreasing in Japan.

However, in some spots such as Airin area which is the representative of low-income community

in

Osaka City, pulmonary tuberculosis is still an important problem.

An analytical study was made on 191 patients with infectious pulmonary tuberculosis who

visited Osaka Social Welfare Center Hospital from May 1st to August 25th 1973,

1)

3)

4)

5)

The results were summarized as follows:

According to the GAKKALI classification, 31 cases were classified as Group I, 146 as Group

I and 11 as Group II.

In Airin area, incidence of pulmonary tuberculosis during this study was as high as that of

whole Japan in 1940s.

It was considered that some of these patients came in to this area with active pulmonary

tuberculosis while others developed the disease within this area.

Considerable numbers of these patients were discharged from the hospital against doctor’s

advice, and this resulted in the interruption of medical treatment. Most of the patients in

this area replaced by new other patients in two years presumably because of either death or

moving out.

Many new patients visited the hospital with so advanced stage of the disease that it was
* From the 1st Department of Internal Medicine, Osaka City University, Medical School, Asahi-

machi, Abeno-ku, Osaka 545 Japan.
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extremely difficult to control.

B H50% T

6) Resistance to anti-tuberculosis drugs were examined. The proportion of tubercle bacilli isolat-

ed from these patients and resistant to three primary drugs and Rifampicin was almost

similar to the average prevalence of resistance in whole Japan.

Eradication cf pulmonary tuberculosis from this country will not be attained unless more

intensive control measures toward the patients with pulmonary tuberculosis in an area like Airin

is established and conducted.
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