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A STUDY ON PRIMARY TUBERCULOSIS CASES REGISTERED
AT HEALTH CENTRES

Misao TAKEDA*

(Received for publication March 18, 1975)

The actual status of primary tuberculosis cases registered at 17 health centres in Tokyo was
investigated. Out of cases applying the subsidy for treatment expense of tuberculosis during the
period from January 1950 to December 1972 to the above health centres, 179 cases with the
diagnosis of primary tuberculosis were subjected to this study. These cases include all cases with
the diagnosis of primary infection tuberculosis, hilar lymphnodes tuberculosis, pleurisy, and tuber-
culin positive conversion due to natural infection and cases with the diagnosis of pulmonary
tuberculosis, cervical glandular tuberculosis and tuberculous meningitis who were applied the
subsidy for treatment expense for the first time and were assumed to be within 3 years after
primary infection. The subjects consisted of 95 male and 84 female, and approximately two thirds
were less than 5 years of age.

Retrospective and prospective surveys including tuberculin testing, chest X-ray and previous
history of BCG vaccination and tuberculin reaction were made on all cases to confirm the relia-
bility of tuberculosis infection and the diagnosis of tuberculosis, and all cases were finally classi-
fied into the following 4 categories; group A: confirmed tuberculosis patients, group B: definite
primary infection without manifestation of the disease, group C: primary infection was uncertain,
and group D: not infected with tuberculosis. The results were summarized as follows:

1) The diagnosis made by attending physicians was as follows; pulmonary tuberculosis 37,
hilar lymphnodes tuberculosis 44, pleurisy 6, cervical glandular tuberculosis 10, tuberculous
meningitis 3, primary infection with normal chest X-ray 79.

2) Out of 179 cases, 34 were judged as group A, 61 as group B, 36 as group C and 48 as
group D. The analysis was made according to the diagnosis made by attending physicians,
and the results were as follows;

a) Among 37 cases diagnosed as pulmonary tuberculosis, 21 (57%) were classified as group
A, 6 (16%) as group B, and 10 (27%) as group C.

b) Out 44 cases diagnosed as hilar lymphnodes tuberculosis, only 7 (16%) were judged as
group A, 11 (25%) as group B, and the positive tuberculin reaction was not confirmed in

the remaining 26 cases (59%).

* From the Itabashi-Nishi Health Centre, Tokyo 174 Japan.
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c) !

Among 19 cases with the diagnosis of pleurisy,
12 (63%) as groups C or D.
d)

" B0E H6F

i cervical glandular tuberculosis or
tuberculous meningitis, 4 (21%) was interpreted as group A, 3 (16%) as group B
as group D

and
Out of 79 cases with the diagnosis of primary infection with normal chest X-ray, 2 (3

¢¢) were classified as group A, 41 (52%) as group B, 17 (22%) as group C and 19 (24%)
&

il

3) The above results indicate that the diagnosis of tuberculosis was valid in only 32%, and
the validity was 52% among primary infection cases with normal chest X-ray
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