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SIDE EFFECTS OF ANTITUBERCULOUS DRUGS OBSERVED
WITHIN SIX MONTHS AFTER ADMISSION

Tuberculosis Research Committee, RYOKEN*
(Chairman: Jiro GOMI)

(Received for publication March 3, 1975)

Side effects of antituberculous drugs among pulmonary tuberculosis patients with positive bacilli
who were admitted to 50 hospitals or sanatoria during the period from January 1st to June 30th,
1972, were investigated. Two hundred thirty one patients of original treatment and 315 patients
of retreatment were subjected to this study.

The triple combination of streptomycin, isoniazid and PAS was used in 70.1 % of the original
treatment cases, and 54 cases were treated with regimens containing second line drugs from the
beginning. In retreatment cases, the triple combination of streptomycin, isoniazid and PAS was
used in only 24.4% and second line drugs were used so widely from the start of retreatment
that the total number of regimens amounted to 57.

Nearly half of patients who were treated with streptomycin were received daily injection for
one to 3 months. No patients discontinued streptomycin due to side effects on 8th cervical nerve
except one patient (1.3%) in streptomycin intermittently injected group, while streptomycin was
discontinued due to the side effect in 4 cases (6.3%) in streptomycin daily group.

In original treatment patients, side effects occured more frequently in light weight patients than
heavy patients. The difference, however, was not statistically significance, and no difference was
seen in retreatment cases according to weight. The incidence of allergic reactions such as fever
or rash was higher in original treatment cases than in retreatment cases. Gastrointestinal distur-
bance, rise of GOTand GPT, allergic reactions and tinnitus were the side effects which were
frequently observed and most of them appeared within 3 months after starting chemotherapy.

Isoniazid was discontinued in two cases out of 449 patients who were treated with the regimens
containning isoniazid. The incidence of drop-out cases due to side effects was low in isoniazid,

rifampicin and ethambutol, and it was 0.4%, 1.3% and 2.6%, respectively.

* From the Tuberculosis Research Committee, RYOKEN c/o Inform. JATA, Suidobashi Bldg.
1-3-12, Misaki-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101 Japan.
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