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The 49th Annual Meeting Symposium
PROSPECT OF TUBERCULOSIS RESEARCH

Chairman: Dr. Shigeichi SUNAHARA (National Tokyo Chest Hospital)

Speakers: Prof. Kenji TAKEYA (Kyushu University School of Medicine)
Prof. Yuichi YAMAMURA (Osaka University School of Medicine)
Dr. Tatsuro IWASAKI (Research Institute JATA)

In accordance with the rapid decrease in tuberculosis mortality and prevalence, it seems
that research workers in tuberculosis and the Japanese Society for Tuberculosis itself has been
losing their self-confidence, though they should have been very much proud of the success in
tuberculosis control. Does marked reduction in the prevalence of disease due to advances in
disease research necessarily bring about unconcern in the research itself ?

As the chairman of this symposium, I asked the question “Does it still remain something
to be solved in tuberculosis research in the future ?” to three experts in this field expecting
positive answers to the question, so as to give better understanding of tuberculosis to younger
investigators. The situation of tuberculosis research at present was setted by three experts from
view point of internationalism and the whole medical science, and the future direction of research
was introduced.

In the days when tuberculosis was highly prevalent, the government engaged enthusiastically
in tuberculosis control, and scientists also made big efforts to promote research activities in tu-
berculosis. As a result, many eminent research works were obtained for which we are very much
proud of but if we look back the achievements in these days from now, there are many insuf-
ficient problems in relation to the deepness and width of studies which were due inevitably to
too urgent social demands and limitation in technological progress by that time. Through inter-
national exchange of views and advances in medical science in general, tuberculosis research in
Japan has attained an entirely new stage after the World War II, and it has been evaluated highly
in recent years internationally both in fundamental and clinical research areas.

As for basic research on tuberculosis, Profs. Takeya and Yamamura emphasized the necessity
of broadening the vision and intercommunicating with other fields of science. Ideas and tech-
niques developed in tuberculosis area will be applicable to other fields, and the results and
informations thus obtained will be fed back again to tuberculosis researech. The prosprity of
tuberculosis research will be possible only in such inter-relation with other fields, and tuberculosis
research in future should be a paradise to which research workers in other fields of science can
go in freely, carry out any possible research and harvest the results.

Dr. Iwasaki stressed the importance to have more international mind in tuberculosis research.
The traditional way of thinking and methodology of Japanese experts in tuberculosis has been
found to be not applicable readily to the tuberculosis control programme in developing countries,

which is the most urgent problem at present in the world. If efforts are made to develop new
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ideas and measures applicable internationally, the feed-back of the results to more efficient

tuberculosis control programme of Japan is expected.

I am confident that suggestions and advises made by three experts based on their long expe-

riences as a research worker were succeessful in giving young investigators a future guide-line

for their researches, and moreover I expect research workers in other fields of medical science

to read the contents of this symposium so as to understand the present situation of tuberculosis

research and callaborate with tuberculosis specialists.
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