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THE RESULTS OF LONG-TERM FOLLOW-UP OF PULMONARY
TUBERCULOSIS PATIENTS FOUND BY THE
TUBERCULOSIS PREVALENCE SURVEYS*

Report II.  Analysis on the Reliability of the Mortality

Rate from Tuberculosis

Kazuro KIHARA

(Received for publication September 16, 1971)

Recently it has become difficult to identify the causes of death among pulmonary tuber-
culosis patients whether it is tuberculous or nontuberculous. Some Scandinavian research
workers suggested the use of the excess mortality rate, which is obtained by reducing the
mortality rate among the general population from the over-all mortality rate of tuberculosis
patients. They insisted that the influence of tuberculosis on the causes of death among tuber-
culosis patients is best evaluated by this method.

The author calculated the excess mortality rate among pulmonary tuberculosis patients
found in 1953, 1958 and 1963 according to the extent of pulmonary lesions and sex. The
whole mortality rate of the general population, the age distribution of which was adjusted to
the group of tuberculosis patients divided by the extent of pulmonary lesions and sex, was
calculated, and it was reduced from the over-all mortality rate of tuberculosis patients. The
excess mortality rate was compared with the mortality rate from tuberculosis in each group,
and very close correlation was found between them. (r=0.99)

The mortality rate from tuberculosis among tuberculosis patients coincides well with the
excess mortality at least in Japan, and the fact shows that the mortality rate from tuberculosis
among tuberculosis patients can be used in the epidemiological analysis as the index to reflex

the influence of tuberculosis on the causes of death among tuberculosis patients.
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Fig. Scatter Diagram between Excess, Mortality
and Mortality from Tuberculosis among Cases
Registered in 1953, 58, 63 by NTA
Classification and Sex
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